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Joint Statement by President Obama and President 
Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan on Cooperation in the Sphere 
of Nonproliferation and  Strengthening Nuclear Security 

  
The Republic of Kazakhstan and the United States of 
America have confirmed a shared commitment to 
nonproliferation and strengthening nuclear security. 

  
The Republic of Kazakhstan and the United States of 
America note with satisfaction the successful efforts of the 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Program and will continue to 
strengthen the physical security on the former Semipalatinsk 
Test Site. 
  
The United States of America will continue to partner with 
the Republic of Kazakhstan to strengthen its joint efforts to 
prevent illicit trafficking in nuclear and radiological 
materials. 

  
The United States of America welcomes the Republic of 
Kazakhstan’s activities to strengthen nuclear security and 
implement decisions of the Washington and Seoul Nuclear 
Security Summits, including by converting the VVR-K 
research reactor at the Institute of Nuclear Physics (INP) to 
low enriched uranium (LEU) fuel, downblending the INP’s 
highly enriched uranium (HEU) material and removing the 
HEU spent fuel from the reactor. The United States and 
Kazakhstan will continue to work together to convert 
Kazakhstan’s remaining HEU reactors to LEU fuel and 
eliminate all remaining HEU research reactor fuel as soon as 
technically feasible. 



  
The United States of America supports the efforts of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan to host the IAEA LEU Bank, 
establish a Regional Nuclear Security Training Center, and 
strengthen its emergency preparedness, response and 
mitigation capabilities. 
  
The Republic of Kazakhstan and the United States of 
America attach importance to Nuclear Security Summit 
process. 
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